
CITY OF SUNNYVALE 
OFFICE OF THE CITY MANGER 

 
May 23, 2006 

 
 

TO: Honorable Mayor and Member of the City Council 
 

FROM: Amy Chan, City Manager 
  

SUBJECT: Addendum to the Annual Review of Fees and Charges for Fiscal Year 2006/2007 
 
 

Three (3) items were not included in the development of the Annual Review of Fees and 
Charges Report for FY 2006/2007.  The first was a review of the cost to process a Tree 
Removal Permit.  The second was the inclusion of the $25 Liquidambar Street Tree Work 
Permit.  Additionally, during the review of the Tree Removal Permit staff identified that the 
Private Tree In-Lieu fee is also not included in the schedule. 
 
Staff has performed a review of these additional fees and is recommending adjustments to the 
proposed fee schedule as presented on pages 4 and 5 of this addendum.   
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Tree Removal Permit 
On April 4, 2006, staff presented the Council with the results of work on a Study Issue to 
consider changes to the current Tree Preservation Ordinance.  At that meeting, Council adopted 
modifications to the existing Tree Preservation Ordinance that included new findings for 
approving Tree Removal Permits, a new administrative process for illegal tree removals, 
clarification of appeal rights for Tree Removal Permits, new tree protection measures for 
developing properties, clarification of solar access rights, and other ordinance clarifications.  As 
part of that review, Council also directed staff to review the cost of processing a Tree Removal 
Permit, and report back to Council with the Proposed FY 2006/2007 Fees. 
 
Liquidambar Street Tree Work Permit 
On October 25, 2005, Council took action regarding the criteria to determine the specific 
circumstances under which to allow individual property owners to remove any size City 
Liquidambar street tree adjacent to their property.  Sunnyvale Municipal Code requires that 
when a street tree is removed, planted, or maintained, that a permit be issued by the 
Superintendent of Trees and Landscape specifying any conditions for the proposed work. A 
component of the action taken on this issue was the adoption of a $25 fee for the issuance of a 
Street Tree Work Permit for the removal of a Liquidambar tree.   
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Tree Removal Permit 
The Sunnyvale Municipal Code specifies that removing trees of significant size requires a Tree 
Removal Permit.  Significant size is defined as 38 inches or greater in circumference measured 
four (4) feet above ground for single-trunk trees.  For multi-trunk trees significant size means at 
least one trunk with a circumference 38 inches or greater measured four (4) feet above ground 



level, or in which the measurements of the circumferences of each of the multi-trunks, when 
measured four feet above the ground level, added together equal an overall circumference 113 
inches or greater.   
 
Staff reviewed the cost of service for providing the Tree Removal Permit.  The analysis reviewed 
all related costs, including time spent by Community Development Department staff, Public 
Works Department staff, and administrative and overhead costs.  The proposed fee is $212. 
 
Additionally, through the review of this fee, staff identified that the tree in-lieu fee was also not 
included in the fee schedule.  When a tree is approved for removal through the Tree Removal 
Permit process, a replacement tree or in-lieu fee is typically required for each tree removed as a 
condition of approval.  The most common mitigation measure for tree removal is the planting of 
a replacement tree.  Applicants may also be given the option of paying the in-lieu fee instead of 
replanting. The fee is based on the cost to purchase a 15-gallon tree, the cost for the City’s 
landscape contractor to plant the tree, administrative, and overhead costs.  The proposed fee 
for FY 2006/2007 is $230. 
 
Liquidambar Street Tree Work Permit 
Sunnyvale Municipal Code requires that when a street tree is removed, planted, or maintained, 
that a permit be issued by the Superintendent of Trees and Landscape specifying any 
conditions for the proposed work. As discussed earlier, Council took action to adopt a $25 fee 
for the issuance of a Street Tree Work Permit for the removal of Liquidambar trees.     
 
FISCAL IMPACT 
 
Tree Removal Permit 
Staff currently anticipates receiving 300 requests for Street Tree Removal permit reviews during 
FY 2006/2007.  This represents approximately $63,000 in new revenue to the General Fund.  
The Tree In-lieu fee is already accounted for and therefore its inclusion will have no net fiscal 
impact.  For reference, the City has charged an average of 15 in-lieu fees per year over the last 
five (5) years.   
 
Liquidambar Street Tree Work Permit 
Staff has only received a handful of requests for this permit.  Year to date revenues are $150.  
The inclusion of this fee is projected to have no significant net impact on the General Fund. 
 
If approved, the fees recommended in this addendum will be incorporated into the 20-Year 
Financial Plan’s revenue projections and with the FY 2006/2007 adopted budget.  Attached to 
this addendum are revised pages 4 and 5 which present the proposed changes to the Fee 
Schedule for FY 2006/2007. 
 
CONCLUSION 
 
The proposed fees have been reviewed in accordance with the Fiscal Sub-Element of the 
General Plan.  Staff has made adjustments to the fees as necessary to ensure that all fees and 
charges are aligned with the cost of service. 
 
 
 
Attachments 



FISCAL YEAR 2006/2007
 FEE SCHEDULE 

Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Charge  Object Level Title Title
2005/2006 2006/2007 Code 3  &  4 (Obj. Lvl. 3) (Obj. Lvl. 4)

PLANNING PERMIT FEES (contd.)

Landscaping, parking, lighting or 
architectural plans $273.00 $283.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Family Day Care NO FEE NO FEE

Master Sign Program $603.00 $625.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Master Sign Agreement $603.00 $625.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Minor Modification to Master Sign Program $273.00 $283.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Signs $113.00 $117.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Mobile Vendors (per site) $273.00 $283.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Cleanup deposit (mobile vendors) $165.00 $171.00 799000 Reference Deposit/Pass-through Section

Waiver of Undergrounding $1,133.00 $1,175.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Small HazMat Additions $273.00 $283.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Extension of time (all Major and Minor 
$603.00 $625.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Miscellaneous Plan Applications (unspecified) $93.00 $96.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Appeals of Miscellaneous Plan Applications $113.00 $117.00 799106 1650 Admin. Request Fees

Landmark Alteration Permit (Ch. 19.96) $386.00 $400.00 799106 1352 Minor Permit

Minor Review/Change to Landmark Alteration $165.00 $171.00 799106 1352 Minor Permit

Extension of Time to Landmark Alteration $165.00 $171.00 799106 1352 Minor Permit

Heritage Resource Alteration Permit $165.00 799106 1352 Minor Permit

Street Tree Removal Permit $212.00 217430 2904 Street Tree Fees

Tree Replacement In-Lieu Fee $230.00 217430 2904 Street Tree Fees

CITY OF SUNNYVALE

permits and Tentative Maps) 
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FISCAL YEAR 2006/2007
 FEE SCHEDULE 

Fiscal Year Fiscal Year Charge  Object Level Title Title
2005/2006 2006/2007 Code 3  &  4 (Obj. Lvl. 3) (Obj. Lvl. 4)

CITY OF SUNNYVALE

SECTION 8.07  STREET TREES 

A.  The sum per tree shall be collected from the owner or $222.00 $230.00 218210 2904 Street Tree Fees
developer of each property at the time a Development Permit,
Subdivision Agreement, or Building Permit is issued for
required street trees (if installed by City).

B.  The sum per tree shall be collected from the owner or developer $22.50 $23.00 218210 2904 Street Tree Fees
of each property per each tree planted by the owner/developer
at the time of the Development Permit, Subdivision Agreement, or
or Building Permit.

C.  Parkway Concrete Removal $2.10 per sq. foot $2.18 per sq. foot 217120 2904 Street Tree Fees
Per each square foot of concrete requiring removal for mitigation
of a hazard in the public right-of-way at the time of removal by City 
staff, excludes the designated public sidewalk and/or curb and
gutter concrete

D.  Street Tree Root Removal ACTUAL COST ACTUAL COST 217420 2904 Street Tree Fees
Roots from city street trees that may be removed as determined
by the City Arborist on private property may be removed by City
staff on a cost recovery basis calculated on a per hour fee
amount. (Includes labor and equipment/materials)

E.  Root Barrier Installation ACTUAL COST ACTUAL COST 217430 2904 Street Tree Fees
Roots barrier installation determined by the City Arborist on
private property is installed by City staff on a cost recovery basis
calculated on a per hour fee amount.  (Includes labor and
equipment/materials).

F.  Liquidambar Tree Removal Permit $25.00 217430 2904 Street Tree Fees
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